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authorities in India frequently objecting to the
debits which are made against them at home.

There is a school, of which Sir Charles Dilke
is the able and chief exponent, which holds that in
consequence of the Anglo-Russian Convention all
danger from that quarter has been removed, and that
our defensive preparations might safely be relaxed.

On the other hand, it must be remembered that
history affords no ground for the view that a nation
lately worsted in war is unlikely again to take up
arms.

Rather is there ground for supposing that under
such circumstances a high-spirited people are more
likely to endeavour to redress defeat in one, by
success in another, quarter.

Nor is there any guarantee that the Convention
and the good understanding will last, or that Russia
or any other country will value our alliance or co-
operation unless we have a sufficient backing of
British infantry and British battleships, and on this
score the action of the Socialist, internationalist,
and small armament groups in the British Parlia-
ment induces a not unnatural but an unfortunate
feeling of doubt on the part of foreign nations.
It has not yet been reported that the Russian
garrisons in Turkestan and along the frontiers of
Persia and Afghanistan have been reduced, and the
time for us to follow suit, if it come at all, has
certainly not yet arrived.